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Special Exhibition Captured Opens Friday, Oct. 28  

at the National WWI Museum and Memorial 
 

“Captured” highlights the stories of the nearly nine million Prisoners of War during WWI. 
 
 
Select exhibition images/captions available on Dropbox. 
 

KANSAS CITY, MO. – During four brutal years of the Great War, nearly 9 million people were 
held as prisoners of war at some point during the conflict. From the shores of Southeast Asia 
and the Siberian tundra, to mere miles from the Western Front, they were imprisoned the 
world over – by both sides. Seldom told, their experiences are some of the most common 
during the Great War. 
 
Captured, opening at the National WWI Museum and Memorial on Friday, Oct. 28, delves into 
the stories of life behind the wire: relationships among the prisoners and between the 
prisoners and their captors, a complex and unique dynamic of mundane daily life and the 
arduous conditions of captivity.   
 
Bound together by suffering and uncertainty, many prisoners and guards were encountering 
people of different races, religions, languages and cultures for the first time. This exhibition 
explores how their relationships sustained hope – on both sides of the barbed wire – amid 
bleak and uncertain circumstances. 
 
The historical and personal accounts of prisoners of war in WWI carry a modern and global 
impact still seen a century later. Images of WWI prisoners, gazing at cameras across the globe, 
document a historical juncture in which long-term mass incarceration was becoming a key 
outcome of fighting. Prominent international military and diplomatic leaders agreed to the 
humane treatment of prisoners, while evolutions in industry and technology changed the scale 
and duration of captivity. 
 

mailto:kerwin@theworldwar.org
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Admission to Captured is $10 for adults, $8 for seniors and military and $6 for youth. When combined 
with a general admission ticket, admission to the exhibition is only an additional $3. A variety of 
engaging programs will support the exhibition. Stay tuned to theworldwar.org for more information.  
 
About the National WWI Museum and Memorial  
The National WWI Museum and Memorial is America’s leading institution dedicated to remembering, 
interpreting and understanding the Great War and its enduring impact on the global community. The 
Museum and Memorial holds the most comprehensive collection of World War I objects and documents 
in the world and is the second-oldest public museum dedicated to preserving the objects, history and 
experiences of the war. The Museum and Memorial takes visitors of all ages on an epic journey through 
a transformative period and shares deeply personal stories of courage, honor, patriotism and sacrifice. 
Designated by Congress as America’s official World War I Museum and Memorial and located in 
downtown Kansas City, Mo., the National WWI Museum and Memorial inspires thought, dialogue and 
learning to make the experiences of the Great War era meaningful and relevant for present and future 
generations. To learn more, visit theworldwar.org.  
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